
[SAMPLE Itinerary Content] 

 
Touring the Villages of Lake Garda. Travel by mini-coach with our Lake Garda guide to tour 
some of the wonderful villages along the lake’s eastern shore. Your day will start with a 40-
minute drive to Lazise, beloved both for its quaint city center and the scenic, morainic hills that 
lie just inland and are home to olive groves, vineyards and lovely cypress trees. Next, continue 

just 10 minutes to Bardolino, a village 
well-known for its local wines and olive 
oils.  As with many villages on Lake 
Garda, Bardolino has traces of pre-
Roman and Roman settlement, and its 
lengthy history includes control by both 
the Venetians and the Scaligers.  Your 
guide will show you the Romanesque 
church of San Severo, dating from the 
11th century, along with the remnants of 

old Scaliger fortifications which can be seen throughout the town.  The annual Bardolino Grape 
and Wine Festival takes place from mid-September to mid-October and thus will be in full swing 
during your visit today.  Enjoy the opportunity to sample local offerings and feel the energy of 
this exciting celebration!   
 
After Bardolino, continue another 10 minutes up the coastline to Garda, the lake’s namesake 
village. Garda is a popular holiday resort destination with Roman roots—the stunning panoramic 
bay has no doubt captivated visitors for centuries! The town is quite lovely with Gothic and 
Renaissance buildings, fine villas and a colorful harbor. Time permitting, we find few things 
more pleasant than sipping an Aperol spritz while gazing at the sparkling waters of the lake.  
Your guide will offer suggestions for any time at leisure you may have in the day’s villages.   
 
Return to Sirmione mid-afternoon. 
You will surely wish to spend some 
time exploring this “pearl of the 
islands and peninsulas,” as described 
by Catullo during the peak of the first 
imperial era.  You can visit the 
Catullo Grottoes, the ruins of an 
ancient Roman villa, located at the 
very tip of the peninsula (just a few 
minutes’ walk from your hotel). A 
must-see is certainly the Scaligera 
Fortress at the entrance to Sirmione’s city center. Construction of the fortress began circa 1259 



 

and the structure is remarkably well-preserved today. Climbing the 146 steps to the top of the 
tower yields breathtaking views over the village and the blue-green waters of Lake Garda.   
 
                                                                               
Cycling Adventure to Karlstejn Castle. Enjoy beautiful scenery from two wheels today during 
a private, guided cycling excursion to magnificent Karlstejn Castle, located in lovely countryside 
almost 20 miles southwest of the city. You’ll depart Prague by bike, cycling along the Vltava 
River and passing through charming small 
villages until you reach the Berounka riverbanks. 
This scenic path is peppered with green spaces for 
recreation, as well as many local watering holes, 
should refreshments be in order. You’ll end up at 
the doors of Karlstejn Castle, built by the monarch 
Charles IV to protect crown jewels, state archives, 
and an impressive library during the controversial 
time of the Hussites in the late 1300s-early 1400s. 
Admission to the castle is included, and you’ll 
have some time at leisure to explore the 
surrounding pubs and restaurants before heading 
back to Prague via 30-minute train. Plan on a six-hour excursion and note that the level of 
cycling difficulty is quite low, thanks to the flat terrain. Enjoy the day in the beautiful Czech 
countryside.   

 
Afternoon at Leisure in Munich. Enjoy some time on your own this afternoon. You may wish 
to explore Munich’s famous English Garden, just a 15-minute walk from your hotel. This 
famous, 900-acre park dates back to 1789 
when Elector Carl Theodor ordered that a 
public park be constructed along the 
Eisbach (Isar) River. Cyclists, joggers, 
dog-walkers, picnic-goers, sports 
enthusiasts, even river surfers(!) enjoy the 
English Garden for leisurely strolls and 
recreational activities year-round. Be sure 
to find the Eisbachwelle, better known as 
“the wave,” where adventurous souls take 
to the water to surf in the chilly river. 
There’s a bridge just past the Haus der 
Kunst art museum, and from there you’ll see an inevitable crowd gathered to watch the action. 
This unique sport has taken place here since 1972 and is quite fun to watch from dry land!  
 



 

 
Excursion to Schloss Neuschwanstein. Get ready for a full day of beautiful scenery and 
fairytale castles. Your driver/guide will meet you at hotel reception this morning, then you’ll 
proceed to the infamous Neuschwanstein Castle in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps. The drive 
to the castle is just under two hours, so 
relax and enjoy the picturesque 
landscape while your guide tells you 
about Bavaria and interesting sites along 
the way. At Neuschwanstein, you’ll be 
led on an official guided tour of King 
Ludwig II’s famous palace that inspired 
the iconic Disneyland castle. You’ll also 
see Hohenschwangau Castle, located 
almost next door, which served as 
Ludwig II’s father’s summer residence; 
and Linderhof Palace, which was Ludwig II’s own summer hideaway.   
 
Your excursion today will further include a visit to the ultra-charming village of Oberammergau, 
known for its storybook streets, tradition of woodcarving, and its once-a-decade performance of 
the Passion Play, performed locally since 1634. Time permitting, you’ll also make stops at 
Wieskirche, a beautiful Baroque pilgrimage church and UNESCO heritage site, and Ettal 
Monastery, another Bavarian Baroque jewel on the Austrian border.  
 
Plan on a full, 9-hr day today. Your driver/guide will leave you off at your accommodations in 
the late afternoon.  
 
Panoramic Montreal and a Culinary Demonstration. This morning, your private guide and 
separate driver will meet you at hotel reception for a three-hour sightseeing tour of Montreal. 

You’ll explore the many historic 
streets and buildings between the 
Saint Lawrence river and downtown 
Montreal, including the impressive 
Notre Dame Basilica. Discover 
Olympic Stadium, home of the 1976 
Summer Olympics, the awe-inspiring 
Montreal Tower with its 45-degree 
angle and status as the world’s tallest 

inclined tower, and enjoy the city views from Mount Royal Park. Enjoy some time at leisure 
after your tour. 
 



 

In the late afternoon, enjoy a two-hour culinary demonstration at Europea, located just a six-
minute walk from your accommodations. A heavily awarded 
restaurant famous for delivering a so-called “techno-
emotional” culinary experience, Europea is one of the most 
unique dining venues in Montreal. The restaurant has 
received numerous accolades, including restaurant of the 
year 4 years in a row, as awarded by the Société des Chefs, 
Pâtissiers et Cuisiniers du Québec from 2009-2012, and in 
2012 Europea even ranked among the 10 best restaurants in 
the world, according to Travellers Choice. Europea is owned 
by chef Jérôme Ferrer and specializes in innovative dishes 
inspired by the Spanish, Italian, French, and Catalan roots of 
its founders. Jérôme and his associates, Ludovic Delonca and 
Patrice De Felice, studied together in the hotel industry. 
Wanting to combine their passion for hospitality with Jérôme’s talent in the kitchen, the friends 
decided to open a restaurant and their endeavors have reached fantastic levels of success. Enjoy 
dinner with wine after your demonstration.   
 
 
[SAMPLE Accommodation Profiles] 
 
SIRMIONE, LAKE GARDA – Villa Cortine Palace Hotel: Located in the historic city center 
of Sirmione on Lake Garda’s southern peninsula, Villa Cortine is tucked behind an imposing 
gate, set amidst lush vegetation. The property 
is an oasis of privacy and relaxation in one of 
northern Italy’s most scenic areas. 
Functioning as a luxury hotel since 1953, 
Villa Cortine was built as an addition to a 
Palladian Villa. Just 54 rooms are on offer, 
each one elegantly furnished with antiques 
and fine materials, with views of the palace 
park and the lake beyond the trees. Excellent 
on-property restaurants serve classic Italian 
and Mediterranean cuisine with sweeping 
lake views, and an expert concierge provides 24-hr service. The hotel’s private pier is a 
particularly lovely feature and a most lovely spot for sunbathing or simply to enjoy a quiet 
moment. http://www.palacehotelvillacortine.com/index_eng.html   
 
 



 

AMSTERDAM – Ambassade Hotel: This boutique, waterfront property offers just 56 rooms, 
each unique in design. Ambassade is a 4-star hotel situated along the Herengracht and Singel 
canals in the heart of beautiful Amsterdam, 
and is comprised of 10 attached, 17th-century 
townhouses. Museums, cafes, restaurants and 
local shops abound, all within walking 
distance from the hotel. Ambassade prides 
itself on excellent service and creating a truly 
“home away from home” feeling for each 
guest. Enjoy fine dining in the hotel’s own 
Brasserie Ambassade, steal away for a few 
hours in the library (which is home to more 
than 4,000 books signed by authors who have 
stayed at the hotel), or rent bicycles and navigating the city like a local. This is a truly charming 
property and the service is second to none.  http://ambassade-hotel.nl/  
 
 
MONTREAL – Ritz-Carlton: Situated in the heart of downtown Montreal, the Ritz-Carlton has 
been providing guests with unparalleled service since 1912. Not only does the property hold the 
hospitality industry’s widely known 5-star rating, it 
is also the only hotel in Quebec to boast AAA Five 
Diamond status. As the Ritz-Carlton name is 
nearly synonymous with luxury, it goes without 
saying that each guestroom is lush and well-
appointed, successfully blending historic elements 
with modern amenities. The hotel features a lovely 
rooftop terrace with fantastic views of the city, as 
well as an indoor saltwater pool, a world-class spa, 
Montreal’s original Afternoon Tea; and the real 
pièce de résistance: Masion Boulud, a Michelin-starred restaurant owned by chef Daniel Boulud 
located right on the premises. This is, without a doubt, our favorite hotel property in Montreal.  
http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/canada/montreal  
 


